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Her Place Women's Museum Australia respectfully acknowledges the Traditional
Owners of the lands on which it works and presents its programs, and pays respect

to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
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"Her Place: Ballarat", Eureka Centre



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
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Her Place is a museum advocating for women.  Our job is to highlight the achievements of
women, past and present, and to celebrate the social, civic and entrepreneurial
achievements of all women and their role in shaping our nation.
During this year of such suffering for those affected by COVID 19 and for the community
generally that has gone through lockdowns, curfews, distancing, endless hand washing,
mask-wearing and separation from loved ones, women have shone.

Like all cultural institutions in Melbourne, Her Place Women’s Museum Australia has been
closed to the public for much of 2020. We learnt to zoom and to meet remotely. We have
focused on capacity building, future exhibitions, a 3-year strategic plan, the website &
social media, developing our volunteer capacity, fundraising, and donations, with a shift to
collaborative exhibitions. Her Place has received a number of awards for Re-imagining the
Women’s Mural-a virtual tour with the Women’s Mural Documentation Project.  

It has been an honour to be the inaugural Chair of Her Place Women’s Museum. I am
standing down as Chair of Her Place following the 2020 AGM and will resign from the Board
in March 2021 to take up the position as National President of AALARA (the Australian
Amusement Leisure and Recreations Association). It has been a privilege to have the
opportunity to work with passionate, talented, and dedicated Board directors, staff and
volunteers over the last 6 years. I pay tribute to all the women who have worked so
tirelessly to create the Women’s Museum and I wish the Board of Her Place every success
into the future and will remain a keen supporter of the goals and aspirations of Her Place.
 
During the 2019-2020 Finance Year, Her Place has taken further steps towards its long-term
vision of becoming a significant cultural institution for Australia, dedicated to recording,
and celebrating the stories and achievements of women.  The touring STEMpowered
exhibition was a great success, and the premises of 208-210 Clarendon Terrace will enable
us to host events, forums and exhibitions, and work towards new online exhibitions. The
impact of Government restrictions arising from the COVID 19 pandemic impacted Her Place
Women’s Museum Australia, along with all of Melbourne’s cultural institutions. Her Place has
been effectively closed for much of 2020.   Work on the Nurses & Midwives exhibition,
drawing on 230 years of history, and set against a backdrop of social and political change,
has been largely done remotely and online. During the latter part of 2019, the part-time
staff working on specifically-funded projects, completed these projects. Her Place owes a
great deal to this small and dedicated group of staff. Penelope Lee has continued as a
Director of Her Place and Pam Creed has continued to do voluntary work, as well as some
consulting work through the Helen McPherson ST[DG3] 
capacity building grant. Volunteer hours have been provided by a range of people and Her
Place remains indebted to these volunteers.

Several important donations have been secured and Her Place is deeply grateful for this
support too.

 



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR CONTINUED

Work has progressed on the Nurses and Midwives exhibition, funded by
the Victorian Department of Health and Human Services and Safer
Care Victoria and supported by the Australian Nursing and Midwifery
Federation, and is due to open in March 2021. The exhibition pays
tribute to the nurses and midwives of Australia with a particular focus
on Victoria, acknowledging the International Year of the Nurse and the
Midwife in 2020. This is timely in the days of COVID with nurses as
frontline workers in the pandemic.

Through the HMST grant and working with Michael Henry, MD Strategy
Shop, Her Place has established a Strategic Plan for the next 3 years.
Many thanks to the HMST for this capacity building grant so ably lead
by Michael Henry, and to Pam Creed for her efforts in securing the
grant and the services of Michael Henry and steering the project. Part
of the project work could not be undertaken in 2020 due to COVID
restrictions and this work wil l be actioned in the first half of 2021.

The successes of 2019-20 have been possible through the dedicated
work of a committed group of supporters and volunteers and an
engaged Board of Directors whom I thank. I would also like to
acknowledge Penelope Lee, in her role as General Manager for a
number of years and as a Curator for her contribution, and also those
who so the generously entrusted their stories to various Her Place
exhibitions. Finally, I especially thank those who have donated funds, to
support the range of activities during this year.

It has been a pleasure working with all the people associated with Her
Place. I am particularly grateful for the important pro bono support
provided by Pitcher Partners, Landers and Rodgers, Shannon’s Way and
to the personal support from Gary Morgan. I am appreciative of the
support provided to the Chair and to Her Place and am grateful to
have had such committed people to help drive the aspirations for Her
Place Women’s Museum Australia.  

I thank all the Directors for their contributions and welcome the new
directors to the Board. This report celebrates Her Place performance
over 2019-20 financial year against the objectives of the 2019-20
Strategic Plan and Budget and has obtained external assurance for the
financial and standard statements, as well as the performance
statement contained in this report.

Mary Stuart
Chair HPWHMA
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     VISION
Her Place Women's Museum Australia is a not-for-profit organisation
that celebrates the social, civic and entrepreneurial achievements of all
women and their role in shaping our nation.  

The vision for Her Place is to create a permanent public space that
honours the achievements of women, through exhibitions, public
programs, education resources and an online digital archive.

MISSION

19

To create a public space to honour Australian women, inspire girls and educate
all.

To establish a permanent place to showcase the achievements of
extraordinary women, both known and unknown, who have helped shape this
nation.

To create a digital archive, accessible to all.

To create a contemporary and energetic place of discovery and debate, an
education resource which constantly revives and showcases the essential
contribution of women to this country.

To develop educational resources, professional development activities and
public events, which support the exhibitions and contribute to discussions about
gender equality.

To create online and on-site exhibitions and travelling exhibitions.

To become a proud addition to the cultural attractions of Melbourne and an
Australian first for a capital city.
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STEMpowered

Women have been creators, innovators and pioneers in STEM for thousands of years.
From Indigenous knowledge systems, to nanotechnology and the sequencing of the
koala genome, women have been central to STEM in Australia. However, their
contributions are not widely known. STEMpowered, was an initiative that aimed to
remedy the silence.  STEMpowered intentionally showcased 10 women with diverse
careers, approaches, ideas and fields. Their stories were told through video interviews
and the display of personal artefacts that reflected their individual journeys and fields
of endeavour. Touring 10 Victorian Tech Schools, the list of featured women was
expanded to 20 women to include each of the Tech School’s ‘local hero’. 

An accompanying program of community talks, education programs and resources
was also delivered alongside the exhibition.  Her Place partnered with the Department
of Education (DET), with support from The Royal Society of Victoria (RSV), to deliver an
innovative program where science, art, community and education combined. 
 
Her Place’s final tour was to Geelong Tech School in July/August of 2019. On
completion, Her Place undertook a report for the Department of Education.  In brief, the
length of the STEMpowered exhibition at each Tech School (TS) varied from 2-6 weeks
depending the time of year, and the school’s availability. Each host TS committed to
delivering a public launch, community program, an education program and/or a
Teacher Professional Development. In total, the exhibition was seen by over 5200
students, teachers, and members of the education and general public, while the
Teacher Professional Development was attended by 82 teachers.

EXHIBITIONS

8



Clarendon Terrace

A small display of banners was developed for Her Place’s Open House 2019 event
based on Roy Morgan’s surveys regarding the attitudes to women at work.
The banner exhibition was generously sponsored by Roy Morgan. An eclectic exhibition
of major Australian women potters was also displayed at Her Place courtesy of Roy
Morgan Collection

Unmasked: Celebrating Nursing and Midwifery, Victoria and beyond
 
To mark the International Year of the Nurse and the Midwife in 2020, Her Place is
partnering with the Department of Health and Human Services and Safer Care Victoria
and supported by the Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation, to create an
exhibition on the history of nursing and midwifery in Australia. 
 
Work commenced on the project in late 2019. The exhibition Unmasked: Celebrating
Nursing and Midwifery, Victoria and beyond, will pay tribute to the nurses and midwives
of Australia with a particular focus on Victoria. Drawing on 230 years of history, and set
against a backdrop of social and political change, the exhibition will highlight the
multiple and diverse roles of nurses and midwives: in civilian and military life, in
peacekeeping spheres, in practice, politics, business, activism and advocacy.

Twelve practitioners will feature as past and present exemplars of their profession.
Through their individual demonstration of tenacity and ingenuity, Unmasked will
celebrate the immeasurable and collective contribution of nurses and midwives to
Australian health care.
 
The exhibition is due to launch in March 2021.

EXHIBITIONS
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EDUCATION
Her Place Women's Museum Australia develops and delivers engaging and wide-
reaching educational programs to accompany its exhibitions. The programs include
primary and secondary curriculum-linked education resources for students and
teachers and are intended to assist teachers to introduce and contextualise the stories
of women featured in the Her Place exhibitions.

MARY DE GARIS March 2019.

Years 9–10, Whole Class, Small Group, Individual (60–90 minutes)
The purpose of this activity is to explore the life and accomplishments of Australian
woman Mary De Garis in the context of Australia’s involvement in World War I. It reflects
on the impact of the war on Australian culture and particularly on women’s roles during
the war. The activities accompany the film What Courage Such a Thing Takes: The Life
of Mary DeGaris and draw from the personal letters of Mary De Garis.

DIGITAL EXHIBITION
 
Her Place partnered with Barwon Health to present a talk by historian, Dr Ruth Lee at St
Mary’s Library and Research Centre, Geelong on the life and legacy of Geelong WW1. 

Re-imagining the Women's Mural – a virtual tour 

Her Place, in collaboration with the Women’s Mural Documentation Project (WMDP) and
artists Megan Evans and Eve Glenn, created the digital resource, Re-imagining the
Women's Mural – a virtual tour.
The original Women's Mural: Bomboniere to Barbed Wire, a 150-metre x 12-metre public
artwork originally located at the Gas and Fuel site in Smith Street, Fitzroy, was created
and painted by Megan Evans and Eve Glenn in 1986. Thirty years later, in February 2016
the mural was defaced by a notorious tagger and this act created a swell of
community outcry and commentary on the future of the mural. In the end, this much-
loved artwork succumbed to urban pressure, and in October 2019 the Women's Mural
was demolished as part of the Gas and Fuel site redevelopment. 

Now that the original Women’s Mural no longer exists, Her Place and the WMDP are
excited to make available this digital iteration of the mural. Audiences can now digitally
experience one of Australia's most significant feminist murals via mobile and electronic
devices. Explore the mural’s continuing relevance to the experiences of women in
Australia through music, text, images, links and audio interviews that trace the history of
this remarkable mural and much-loved Melbourne icon, from its creation to the present
day.
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
July 2019: Open House, Melbourne

On Sunday 28 July, 2019 Her Place Women's Museum Australia threw open the doors of
historic Clarendon Terrace to participate in Open House Melbourne. Visitors were invited
to participate in a self-guided tour of the building and viewed an exhibition telling the
stories of women from across Victoria who have made significant contributions to
Australian society. We also had on display a small selection of Australian women’s
pottery, as well as a display of interesting market research data about Australian
women from the archives of the Roy Morgan Collection.  We had over 420 visitors
through the building and we couldn't be happier with the money raised and the
engagement of a very interested and enthusiastic public.  We'd also like to thank our
outstanding volunteers who helped create such a joyful and happy event.
 
October 2019: Winning for Women - Iola Matthews and Mary Stuart in conversation
with Mary Delahunty

On Wednesday 2nd October Iola Mathews and Mary Stuart in conversation with Mary
Delahunty took place at Clarendon Terrace as they discussed Iola's new book, Winning
for Women and their important contributions to the working lives of women. Both Iola
Mathews and Mary Stuart are passionate advocates for women and instrumental in
bringing major reforms in areas such as affirmative action, equal pay, superannuation,
childcare and professional rates for nurses. Both had lots to say about the ongoing
battles facing working women and the future of the union movement in Australia, as well
as its role in improving the lives of women. 

Iola Mathews is an author, co-founder of the Women’s Electoral Lobby, and a former
journalist at The Age. Later she worked at the ACTU as an industrial officer and
advocate, specialising in women’s employment. 

Mary Stuart is the Chairperson of Her Place Women's Museum Australia and Director and
CEO of Luna Park Melbourne, for the last 15 years. Mary has been involved in high profile
national campaigns to establish superannuation as a right for all workers and matters
relating to equal pay and gender equity issues for women in the workforce. Mary Stuart
argued the professional rates case for Victorian Nurses with the then ANF in 1985, which
set the benchmark for the national campaign for Professional Rates for Nurses. 

Mary Delahunty is a Gold Walkley Award-winning journalist and presenter with ABC TV
and commercial networks. She served for 7 years as a Victorian state government
minister in senior portfolios. 
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS AND EVENTS continued

December 2019: Re-imagining the Women's Mural – a virtual tour

On Thursday 5 December 2019 Her Place Women’s Museum Australia and The Women’s Mural
Documentation Project celebrated the launch of Re-imagining the Women’s Mural - a virtual
tour. Artists, Megan Evans and Eve Glenn announced a virtual tour of The Women’s Mural: From
Bomboniere to Barbed Wire.  Re-imagining the Women's Mural – a virtual tour is an interactive
way to re-discover the development, history and significance of the much-loved Fitzroy,
Melbourne icon since its creation in 1986.  A unique example of Melbourne’s famous street art,
the defacement of this feminist mural in February 2016 caused an outpouring of community
support for this significant artwork. The Women's Mural: Bomboniere to Barbed Wire, originally
located at the Gas and Fuel site in Smith Street, Fitzroy, was created and painted by Megan
Evans and Eve Glenn in 1986. In September 2019, the wall that housed the mural was demolished
and the mural no longer exists, but Re-imagining the Women’s Mural - a virtual tour, now allows
viewers to digitally experience and discover the history of one of Australia's most significant
feminist murals via mobile and electronic devices.
 
March 2020: International Women’s Day

1. Celebrating the Life of Mary De Garis 
Her Place partnered with Barwon Health to present a talk by historian, Dr Ruth Lee at St Mary’s
Library and Research Centre, Geelong on the life and legacy of Geelong WW1 doctor, Dr Mary De
Garis. Mary’s story has been largely unknown until recently. As women were unable to enlist in
the Australian armed forces as doctors when World War I broke out, Mary’s war service was not
officially recognised. What Courage Such a Thing Takes: The Life of Mary De Garis was created in
the hope that it would help to make her extraordinary life better known. Attended by over 70
people, the talk was met with great enthusiasm by Mary’s local community.  What Courage Such
a Thing Takes: The Life of Mary De Garis talk was supported by the Victorian Government and the
Victorian Veterans Council. 

2. Re-imagining the Women's Mural – a virtual tour
Another popular event celebrating IWD, 2020 was a panel discussion at the Public Record Office
Victoria. Stronger Together: Museums, Archives and The Women's Mural featured Danielle Hakim
and Sally Northfield from The Women's Mural Documentation Project (WMDP), Penelope Lee, Her
Place, and Dr Nikki Henningham from the Australian Women's Archives Project, and discussed
how organisations can work together to ensure women's voices are remembered and
celebrated. It focused on the recent Local History Grant project undertaken by the WMDP and Her
Place, Re-imagining the Women's Mural – a virtual tour.   The project was supported by the
Victorian Government and the Public Records Office Victoria.
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Eve Glenn (L) and Megan Evans in front of the women’s mural. Image courtesy of Megan Evans Archive,
photographer unknown,



POSTPONED EVENTS - COVID
Her Place Women's Museum Australia’s Fundraising Soirée

Our scheduled fundraiser for the 9th April 2020, unfortunately, had to be postponed.  Her
Place is truly grateful to all the artists who had volunteered to donate their time and
talent to this event.
 
Heritage Festival talk – Chinese Australian Families 

The National Trust made the decision to cancel the Australian Heritage Festival for 2020,
so Her Place’s festival talk on the 23rd April 2020 by Dr Sophie Couchman titled, ‘Chinese
Australian Families of Clarendon Terrace’ on the Chinese merchants who lived at
Clarendon Terrace, was cancelled. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the festival supporters.
 
Nurses and Midwives exhibition

Due to launch in October 2020, “Unmasked: Celebrating Nursing and Midwifery, Victoria
and beyond”, was rescheduled for March 2021

10left to right Kate Cerebrano, Mama Alto,  Sophie Koh,  Moira Finucane all used with permission



 
 

Re-imagining the Women's Mural – a virtual tour

Her Place Women’s Museum Australia received a nomination for an annual Victorian 
Community History Award supported by the Public Records Office Victoria and the Royal Society of
Victoria for the project and while we didn’t win, we do congratulate all the winners and were
honoured by the nomination.
 
Established In 1998, the Victorian Community History Awards are held annually to recognise the
contributions made by Victorians in the preservation of the state’s fascinating history, published
during the previous year.

In 2019 we were fortunate to have the expertise of historian Dr Liz Rushen to research and write about
the residents of Clarendon Terrace, from when it was built in 1854 through to the 20th century.
Clarendon Terrace and her neighbours’ was printed and produced by Roy Morgan. The book
describes the women and their families who lived in the Terrace over the centuries, as well as stories
of fascinating women who lived in the neighbourhood.

Victorian Churchill Fellowship

In late 2019, Penelope Lee, was one of 22 Victorian recipients of the prestigious Churchill Fellowship
award.  Ms Lee plans to travel to the USA and UK to learn from international women’s museums
following the lifting of COVID restrictions.

Ms Lee has worked at Her Place Women’s Museum Australia over the last five years in dual roles of 
General Manager and Board Director. Her role has been focused on identifying, preserving and 
sharing, known and lesser-known, women’s stories and histories through exhibitions, public events, 
professional development and educational programs that engage the wider public.
The Churchill Fellowship will provide Her Place with fresh thinking and new ideas drawn from different
and successful international women’s museum models, looking closely at their respective
operational, exhibition, educational and online activities. The fellowship will help with Her Place’s
growth and sustainability during the next stage of the museum’s development.

 

MEDIA AND
COMMUNICATIONS
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Helen Macpherson Smith Trust Grant
 
Enabled the Directors of Her Place to examine the implications and opportunities
of the move to Clarendon Terrace, and to undertake some focussed, facilitated
strategic planning in order to help the organisation define its next steps, and to
strengthen its case for funding to governments, and other organisations.

A timely grant from the Helen Macpherson Smith Trust has allowed Her Place to
undertake strategic planning for the next three years. The opportunity will enable
us to reaffirm our vision and goals, and focus on how Clarendon Terrace, the
home of Her Place, will become synonymous with women’s stories and issues
that have shaped the nation.
   
We are grateful for the generosity of the Helen Macpherson Smith Trust, the work
of Pam Creed and Michael Henry of the Strategy Workshop who expertly
facilitated this process.  In 2021 we will have the opportunity to consult and
engage widely to inform and support the implementation of the three-year plan.
Within the original proposal, the grant proposed that Her Place would engage
with a broader and more diverse group of women to ensure that other voices
were heard when considering what activities, exhibitions or events might be
considered in the future operational plans. The review of previous plans and a
new 3 Year Strategic Plan has been completed by the Board,.

DEVELOPMENT
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Chair, Mary Stuart 
Deputy Chair, Helen Morgan (until March 2020)

Diane Gardiner AM (from March 2020)
Treasurer Hon Mary Delahunty G.A.I.C.D.

Company Secretary, Belinda (Morieson) Philp 
Diane Gardiner AM
Barbara Jennings 

Dr Natalie Kon-Yu (resigned 31 December 2020)
Penelope  Lee

Amanda Stevens
Sophie Osmond

 
     EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE

Jessica Duncan
Barbara Jennings

Lola Jennings-Equist
Briony O’Keeffe 

Kylie Oliver
Glennis Pitches

 
 

VOLUNTEERS
 In addition to the volunteer Board of Directors, Her Place has received pro bono

support, contributing to Her Place activities, operation and development.

GOVERNANCE  AND  PEOPLE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Her Place Exhbition WAG



SUPPORTERS AND PARTNERSHIPS
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Michael Henry
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Her Place Australian Women's Museum and Heritage Ltd
trading as Her Place Women's Museum Australia

Street Address: 208-210 Clarendon Street, East Melbourne
3002

Mailing Address: PO Box 1179, St Kilda South 3182

ph - 0477 411 089
ph - (03) 8456-0278

E: herplace@herplacemuseum.com

ABN 16 609 236 062

www.herplacemuseum.com

Contact


